
Review Draft Regional Transmission 
Plan (Q5)

Project Commitment

Draft Final Regional 
Transmission Plan 

(Q5/Q6/Q7)

Execute Study Scope 
(Q3/Q4)

Order 1000 Cost 
Allocation (Q6/Q7)

Gather Data
(Q1)

Develop Study Scope
(Q2)

Is 
there a 

project for 
which cost 
allocation 

was 
requested in 

the Draft 
Regional 

Transmission
Plan? **

No

Study Scope Review

Respond to comments
Yes

 Projects submitted & data gathered
 Committed Projects
 Baseline Projects
 Study methodology & reliability criteria
 Enrolled Party Needs
 Assumptions
 Alternative Projects
 Non-Transmission Alternatives
 Databases
 Evaluation Scenarios

All  Member/
Stakeholder  
review and 
comment on  
the  Draft 
Regional 
Transmission 
Plan

NorthernGrid Regional Transmission Planning

**   If project has previously received a 
cost allocation, it bypasses the Order 
1000 Cost Allocation box.

 Prior regional plan

 Local plans

 WECC cases

 Other assumptions and data

 Inter Regional Transmission 
(ITP) projects

 Projects requesting FERC cost 
allocation

 Alternative Projects

 Non-incumbent and 
Merchant Projects

NorthernGrid Planning Process by Quarter (Illustrative)*
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Is this a 
Committed 

Project?

Include in the 
Draft Regional 
Plan

Re-evaluate 
project

No

Yes

 Update the regional study 
scope (if necessary)

 Perform studies as needed
 Update the draft Regional 

Plan with stakeholder 
comments

 Produce Draft Final 
Regional Transmission 
Plan

Provide Draft 
Regional 
Transmission 
Plan to the 
Enrolled 
Parties and 
State 
Committee 
(EPSC) for 
comments

*Disclaimer: The identification of the quarters in which tasks may be performed is 
illustrative. Tasks can be performed in other quarters unless Attachment K says otherwise.

Refer to the Cost 
Allocation section 

of the Tariff

Review Draft Final Regional 
Transmission Plan (Q7/Q8)

Respond to comments

All  Member/
Stakeholder  
review and 
comment on  
the  Draft 
Final Regional 
Transmission 
Plan

Provide Draft 
Final Regional 
Transmission 
Plan to the 
Enrolled Parties 
and State 
Committee 
(EPSC) for 
comments

Final Regional Transmission Plan
(Q8)

Publish the Final Regional 
Transmission Plan

Finalize Study Scope

All Member/
Stakeholder 
input to the 
Study Scope 
through the 
Planning 
Committee

Input to the 
Enrolled 
Parties and 
State 
Committee 
(EPSC)



Cost Allocation

Cost Allocation 

Refer to 
page 1/2 Yes Page 2/2

Calculate O1K Benefits for the Region**

 B/C >= 1.25 YES
Project is a Preliminary Cost Allocation Project

Allocate Costs to Enrolled Party Beneficiaries
NOProject not selected 

for Cost Allocation

YESNO

NOTE **:
Benefits
a) Deferred Costs
b) Avoided Capital Costs
c) Increased Useful ATCBegin 30 Day Negotiation Period

Choose one option:
1) Continue with Cost Allocation

2) Hybrid Allocation
3) Withdrawal

3) WITHDRAWAL

1) Continue with Cost Allocation

Project is selected for purposes of cost allocation 

2) Hybrid Allocation Non Enrolled Party Beneficiaries agree to accept a 
voluntary allocation

Reallocate remaining Costs to Enrolled Party 
Beneficiaries

Update Study Scope and Final 
Draft Regional Plan

Refer to page 1/2

Is the Potential Cost Allocation Project more 
efficient or cost effective?*

NOTE *:
See Attachment K discussion 
under “Cost Allocation” that 
describes the factors used to 
determine the more efficient or 
cost effective solution.

Is the estimated Cost of a Potential Cost Allocation Project 
greater than $20 million

NO

YES


